[Nausea in cancer patients. An analysis of its frequency and an evaluation of the treatment of nausea].
Frequency of nausea was investigated during the last six months of life of 342 patients who died from cancer in 1987. 44% received antiemetic treatment, but only 2% obtained complete relief. There was a close connection between opiate treatment, cytostatic treatment and nausea. The highest frequency of nausea was found among patients with gastrointestinal and ovarian cancer, whilst the lowest frequency was found in the prostate cancer group. We discuss antiemetic treatments in this connection.